CHAPTER   VII
FOX  AND  IRELAND
II
The importance of the Election of 1784 to Ireland. The delicate
situation created by the arrangements of 1782 illustrated in the
Regency crisis. Pitt's great commercial scheme. Fox's acrimoni-
ous opposition. The scheme drops. The keynote to Pitt's Irish
policy his dread of an independent Ireland. Hence his resistance
to reform and his flagrant increase of corruption. Concessions to
Catholics in 1792 and 1793 designed to avert more formidable
danger of Parliamentary Reform. Pitt's treatment of the Catholic
question before and after the Union shows that he subordinated
everything to the necessity of arresting the moral independence
of Ireland. Fox's policy the exact opposite. His ideal an Ireland
governed by Irish opinion and liberated from the Protestant
ascendancy. His attitude to the Fitzwilliam incident and the
Union. Justified in his view that English opinion and not Irish
opinion was the real bar to Catholic emancipation. Fox unlike
many Whigs who were Whigs everywhere except in Ireland.
THERE was perhaps no part of the British Empire for
which the election of 1784, and the career that election
made or crippled was so important as the country which had
just tasted all the exhilarations of defiance and triumph.
The most illuminating fact to remember in considering the
history of Grattan's Parliament is that almost throughout Its
life it was controlled by men who hated the principle of its
existence or authority. The great English statesman, who
kept a close grasp on it for fifteen years and finally extin-
guished it, was an enemy alike to the spirit of the concessions
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